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Abstract. There are two main methods of word formation: linear and non-
linear. One of the non-linear methods of word formation is the lexical-
semantic method. This method does not involve external forms. Instead, a
new word is formed through an internal change in a word. This method
focuses mainly on changing a word's meaning or semantics; therefore, it is
also referred to as the semantic method. Some sources consider the
transition from unambiguous and polysemous meanings or vice versa, as
well as synonymy and homonymy, as part of the lexical-semantic word
creation method. This method is called lexical-semantic because it is
closely related to semantics and lexics and is based on changes in
meaning. The central core of the lexical-semantic method in the modern
English language revolves around changes in meaning. Various factors,
including the expansion and narrowing of meanings, homonymization, the
emergence of polysemy, and the deterioration and improvement of
meanings, influence these changes in language meaning.

The article thoroughly investigates the creation of words in English using
the lexical-semantic method. The research primarily utilized descriptive
and comparative approaches, and although the research was conducted
synchronously, the diachronic aspect was also considered when
appropriate.

INTRODUCTION

The lexical composition of the modern English
language is quite rich. There are many word for-
mation methods in English. These word genera-
tion methods are divided into two large groups:
linear and non-linear word generation methods.
Another format involves the creation of a new lin-
guistic unit in linear word creation. No external
formants are involved in non-linear word crea-
tion. It is unclear what regularities the words
formed by the non-linear method. In the non-lin-
ear method, the semantics of the lexical unit
changes and a new word is created.

The lexical-semantic method of word creation is
also called a process by some scientists. Azerbai-
jani linguists M. Mirzaliyeva and G. Mahmudova
approached the lexical-semantic word creation as
a process and noted in their works that this pro-
cess occurs at the lexical level [7; 8].

Sometimes, the mentioned authors call it the se-
mantic method based on the fact that this method
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is based on the semantic meaning. However, con-
sidering that it is realized at the lexical level, it
would be more accurate to label this method of
word formation a lexical-semantic word for-
mation method.

The central core of the lexical-semantic method in
the modern English language revolves around
changes in meaning. Various factors, including the
expansion and narrowing of meanings, hom-
onymization, the emergence of polysemy, and the
deterioration and improvement of meanings, in-
fluence these changes in language meaning. These
factors create the basis for the realization of word
creation in the language through the lexical-se-
mantic method.

There is a group of words in modern English that
have a symbolic character by expanding their
meaning lexically and semantically. When we ob-
serve such lexical units, we see that the similarity
in these words is superimposed on another one.
In this way, the vocabulary of the English language
is enriched.
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Metaphors and metonymies also have a specific
role in creating new words. If metaphors are
based on similarity in lexical-semantic word crea-
tion, associations play an essential role in meton-
ymies. Meaning changes are based on intra-lin-
guistic and extralinguistic factors. The lexical-se-
mantic method's main essence of word creation is
that the other word formed from one word must
be semantically connected. If there is no semantic
link between the words, there can be no question
about creating one word from another.

In modern English, a group of words gains a met-
aphorical character by expanding their meaning
lexically and semantically. When observing such
lexical units, it is possible to see that the similarity
in these words is superimposed on another one,
which contributes to enriching the vocabulary of
the English language. Metaphors and metonymies
also have a specific role in creating new words. If
metaphors are based on similarity in lexical-se-
mantic word creation, associations play an essen-
tial role in metonymies. Changes in meaning are
based on intra-linguistic and extralinguistic fac-
tors. The main essence behind creating words us-
ing the lexical-semantic method is that the other
word formed from one word must certainly be se-
mantically connected. If there is no semantic link
between the words, then the creation of one word
from another is not the case in this situation.

Sometimes, the lexical-semantic method is con-
fused with homonymization. Homonymization in-
volves creating words with no meaningful con-
nection, while the lexical-semantic method con-
siders new words as products of meaning
changes. When creating a new word, the new
meaning loses its connection with the previous
one. Moreover, if we do not know how the word
evolved and gained new meanings, it leads to
homonymization. In this case, talking about word
creation using the lexical-semantic method is in-
correct. There should undoubtedly be a meaning-
ful connection between the words realized not
only with the lexical semantic but in other ways.
No matter how much difference in meaning in the
words formed by the lexical semantic method,
small fragments of the previous meaning must
necessarily remain in the newly formed words.
The lexical units formed by the lexical-semantic
method are familiar between polysemy and hom-
onymization. While polysemy is completely con-
text-dependent, homonymization lacks any
meaningful connection. For the lexical units cre-
ated through the lexical-semantic method, it is a
condition that the newly formed word must be
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connected with the word from which it was
formed.

In polysemy, different word meanings are closely
related, usually centred around one central mean-
ing, forming a single system. Thus, all the various
meanings of the verb run are related to moving
quickly in space or time, while all the meanings of
the word hand are connected to the concept of a
hand in one way or another [1, p. 89].

In some cases, meanings move away from the cen-
tral meaning in the process of historical develop-
ment, the connection between them and other
meanings - the transitions are lost, and when this
happens, the word forms a new version of itself.
This phenomenon is called the breakdown of pol-
ysemy. The new words formed in this way be-
come homonyms of the original ones. In word cre-
ation with the lexical-semantic method, the con-
nection of the new word with the previous mean-
ing is relatively preserved.

Thus, the lexical-semantic method is a word crea-
tion method in which new words are created due
to the transfer or change of meaning of names. At
the same time, although the connection between
the old and the new meaning is very slight in the
new word, the sound complex remains un-
changed.

The upcoming chapters will explore additional
techniques to expand the language's vocabulary:
these will include word correction, replacement,
pairing, word combination, etc. Through these
methods, new concepts emerge by combining ex-
isting morphological elements in the language,
creating new sound complexes.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In English, it is possible to illustrate lexical-seman-
tic word creation with the following examples:
foot - referring to the body part and foot - repre-
senting the measure of length. This lexical unit
formed as a result of the collapse of polysemy. The
social and labour experiences contribute to the
lexical-semantic method. Initially, there may not
seem to be a connection between the foot and the
unit of measurement. However, when measuring
tools were unavailable in ancient times, length
was measured by feet. When viewed from a dia-
chronic perspective, the connection between the
name of the unit of measurement and the body
part's name becomes apparent [1, p. 93].
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The word "magazine" originally meant "journal”
in English, but later came to mean "warehouse".
This meaning was borrowed from the Arabic lan-
guage. The term initially meant "shop"; from the
mid-century, it was used to refer to a warehouse.

In the XVIII century, "Gentleman's Magazine" was

published in England. The name was symbolic:
the magazine contained a wide range of infor-
mation and news essential for a gentleman. After
eliminating the first element from the ellipsis, the
proper name became a familiar name metonymi-
cally and generally referred to any journal.

In the Latin tabula, board means board; after bor-
rowing from other languages, the word began to
have two semantics. In modern English, the table
has different semantics in the form of a writing
board, table, or scheme.

At the same time, the fate of the palm - the palm,
palm, capital, capital letter- is realized in its se-
mantics.

In Latin, the word "tabula" meant initially "board".
Over time, the word gained two meanings after
being borrowed from other languages. In modern
English, "table" can refer to a writing board, a
piece of furniture, or a chart. Similarly, the word
"palm" has different semantics related to the palm
of the hand, a measurement.

"It should be considered that words with the same
sound volume and different semantics can be
formed through lexical-semantic word change
and other methods. On the other hand, lexical-se-
mantic word change can result in homonymiza-
tion, where the original meaning of the word is
completely lost" [2, p. 71].

Change of meaning is also attributed to word cre-
ation in the lexical-semantic way. Changes in the
sense of words occur in all languages and can in-
volve the contraction, expansion, improvement
and deterioration of semantics. Undeniably, the
concept of time is considered a crucial factor in the
evolution of the meanings of lexical units in the
language. "A word used in a specific sense in ear-
lier years, eras, or a certain period of the language
may have different semantics in another period.
The change of these meanings is not accidental. in
this case, extralinguistic factors play a key role as
well as intra-linguistic factors" [3, p. 81].

For example, in Old English, fear meant danger. It
means fear; its old meaning has passed into the
French word danger. Thus, the process of lexical-
semantic word change took place here. In Old
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English, deor, and Modern English deer did not
mean "deer"” as in Modern English. It referred to
the semantics of all wild animals.

Similarly, in Old English, "deor" did not mean
"deer" as in Modern English. In Old English, fusol
meant modern. In modern English, fowl, however,
had a broader meaning. On the other hand, in Old
English bridd, which by metathesis evolved into
the contemporary bird, had, on the contrary, a
narrower meaning - a young bird; youngling;
switch branch, harvest autumn, and travel meant
labour. These lexical units retain Old English
meanings [4, p. 61].

It is evident from the discussion above that
"change of meaning" refers to the processes that
lead to the enrichment of words with new mean-
ings and the development of polysemy, or in other
words, the development of "polysemy”, including
the processes that lead to the replacement of an
old meaning with a new one, consequently, a
word does not acquire a new meaning. The num-
ber of words in the dictionary does not increase.

"While the word acquires new meanings, the vo-
cabulary undergoes a qualitative change without
a quantitative increase. New words are created
when this link is lost, but not new meanings.
Therefore, creating words with new lexical-se-
mantic meaning leads to a quantitative increase in
the dictionary" [5, p. 70].

When studying lexical-semantic word creation,
lexical units are considered synchronously. The
words existing in the diachronic plan change
meaning through lexical-semantic word creation.
In this lexical-semantic method, it is necessary to
focus on the meaning of the word, which allows us
to consider the most appropriate existing classifi-
cation of changes in the sense of words, such as
the genetic classification, which groups the cases
of meaning change depending on the reasons that
led to them. According to this principle, changes
caused by non-linguistic reasons, i.e. semantic
changes caused by the development of society and
its culture, and changes caused by linguistic rea-
sons are distinguished.

The word represents the material form of expres-
sion of a concept and reflects the idea's movement
connected with the development of conscious-
ness.

Transitions from the concrete to the abstract,
from the particular to the general, are characteris-
tic of the development of thinking, and in lan-
guage, more and more precise differentiation of
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concepts is revealed in the processing of word
meanings. Thus, the verb grasp, meaning to hold is
also used in the abstract sense of understanding.
In addition to its concrete meaning, the word way,
initially referring to a road, later takes on the ab-
stract meaning method; the adjective right, which
initially means straight, later acquires the abstract
meaning of correct. In the phrase pay a great deal
the word deal takes on the more general sense of

quantity.

The transitions from the particular to the general
and from the concrete to the abstract are closely
related. In the word home, which also signifies
motherland, we observe abstraction and generali-
zation.

The historical evolution of meanings reflects the
more complete information of human thinking
about the surrounding world and its objective re-
lationships. Therefore, one of the most important
reasons for the evolution of the meaning of words
is the change in the concept that the word repre-
sents. In a person's understanding of reality, the
concepts become more precise and closer to the
subject's essence.

The reasons that led to the evolution of the mean-
ing of the word are also in the history and culture
of the people, as well as changes in people's atti-
tude to the surrounding reality, which includes
the reevaluation of objective world events.

As an example, the word earth can be considered.
Its meaning has changed primarily because peo-
ple's knowledge and perceptions of the earth have
changed significantly since the Old English period.
If in Old English, eorde mainly referred to the land
beneath people's feet, later, with the development
of knowledge, this word began to signify a planet
inhabited by humans, contrasted with other plan-
ets and other celestial bodies. The perception of
our planet has also transformed significantly. In
an era when religion dominated human con-
sciousness, the word earth also meant the world
where people reside, distinct from the afterlife.
However, with the advancement of scientific
knowledge, this significance is gradually disap-
pearing [6, p. 94].

The concepts no longer in use are often preserved
in language after the ideas have disappeared.

The words angel, devil, witch, imp and fairy are al-
ways used figuratively in the modern language.
For example, when referring to a nasty, evil
woman, she is called a witch, even though no one
believes in the existence of witches, angels and
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devils for a long time. With the disappearance of
old concepts, the words expressing them can
change their meaning and even disappear from
the language.

Humans not only understand the nature around
them, but at the same time, they transform it. To
this end, they create many different objects and
concepts that change significantly with the devel-
opment of culture and technology. Along with
these changes, the words in the language also ac-
quire new meanings. This means the meaning
changes with the development and change of
what is expressed.

The word mill comes from Latin and, used in Eng-
lish, originally meant a hand mill, but in modern
English, it is used to describe factories and exten-
sive industrial facilities such as saw mill, cotton
mill, steel mills.

CONCLUSIONS

As new inventions and discoveries take place
based on the previous progress of science and
technology, to define them, the language uses al-
ready existing lexical material by adapting it to
one or another type of existing words, including
the lexico-semantic method, in other words, cre-
ating new meanings for existing words is also
used.

For example, several words related to the devel-
opment of a new field of technology, such as avia-
tion, arose by reconsidering the conditions of
maritime language. This is quite natural because
aviation and shipping have a lot in common. Such
words as pilot - pilot, cabin - cabin, course - course,
navigation - navigation, sail-planning, stern -
stern post, pilot, cabin, course, navigation, sail-
sail-planning, stern - stern-post and many other
words were originally nautical terms. So, with the
lexical-semantic method of word creation, we wit-
ness the transition of words from one specialized
dictionary to another.

The transition of words from one area of use to an-
other is always accompanied by a change in mean-
ing, and a certain regularity noted by the French
scientist M. A. Breal is also observed. When the
word moves from a broader sphere to a more spe-
cific one, from a general vocabulary to a special-
ized area, its meaning becomes more apparent
and expresses a more differentiated concept.

For example, in medieval English, "rail” originally
meant a strip of iron or metal. Then, in the

6004



Path of Science. 2024. Vol. 10. No 7

ISSN 2413-9009

transition to railway terminology, it took on the
meaning of "rail”, that is, a specially shaped track
on which wheels travel; similarly, the lexical unit
"to glide" - means to plan in aviation terminology
refers to the act of flying without thrust; "capacity”
in technology means the ability to hold or contain,
itmeans capacity, etc. "...the ongoing development
of science and technology increases the demand
to express in words the meaning of new concepts
that enter our lives and everyday life. Although
new words are often created in the language using
various additional constructions, new lexical units
are usually formed through the internal develop-
ment of the language itself. As a result of the inter-
nal development of the language, word formation
is realized through the lexical-semantic method"
[7,p. 31].

On the contrary, when moving from a narrower
field to a broader sphere, generalization and

REFERENCES

expansion of meaning are observed: in Old Eng-
lish bendan had the narrow special meaning of ty-
ing the ends of a bow with a string and then tight-
ening the string and bending the bow; later in
Middle English, with the transition to common
colloquialism, bend acquired the more general
meaning;

Another example is the word "arrive,” which was
initially a nautical term meant to reach the shore.
In modern English, it now means "to come".

The formation of lexical-semantic words in a lan-
guage result from society's evolving understand-
ing of specific concepts, events, processes, per-
spectives, and knowledge about the world. The
lexical-semantic approach, which holds signifi-
cance among various word creation methods, re-
markably contributes to the growth and enrich-
ment of the English language's vocabulary.

1. Arnold, I. V. (2012). Lexicology of modern English. Moscow: FLINT.
2. Babich, G. N. (2010). Lexicology: A Current Guide. Lexicology of the English language (5th ed.).

Moscow: Flinta.

3. Halliday, M., & Yallop, C. (2007). Lexicology: A Short Introduction. New York: A&C Black.
4. Kridalaksana, H. (1998). Introduction to Word Formation and Word Classes in Indonesian. Depok:

Fakultas Sastra Universitas Indonesia.

5. Lipka, L. (1972). Semantic Structure and Word-Formation. Munchen: Wilhelm Pink Verlag.

6. Lyons, J. (1995). Linguistics Semantics: An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

7.Mahmudova, G. (2021). Word formation methods in modern Turkish languages. Baku: Zangezur.

8. Mirzaliyeva, M. (2012). Theoretical notes on the process of word creation. Baku.

Section “Languages”

6005



